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LOS1\NGELESCOUNTY 

Program 'Will train in .•. 
spotting sextl'affickirjg 

The c'OUllty Board of Su-. 
pervisors voted Tuesday to 
spend $250,000 on a pro
gram to train staffers and 
community partners to 

trained 7,000people to 
recognize risk factors and 
spot the ".'laming signs of 
exploitation. 

"This·money will en
sure that we're able to · 
train anotber 8,000 peo
ple next year," p.e said 

On Friday/Knabe will 
identify victims pf child sex · join Metro .officials to 
trafficking. . · ·launch tbe agenc-y's "Don't 

Supervisor Don Knabe, Be Silent". campaign, urg
who championed the pro, .ing_ M~t'6 .J:iders to_b,e 
gram,sfil~the.flr<:>b,~"1¥. \llei;tte.~uspiclons'!£!1vity .· 
DePartment has'alreii.clY . ontraiils'iind'atstal:ions .. 

Women who look fear
ful or depressed and are 
being closely watched by 
someone else may be a 
victim, the campaign tells 
riders. Signs of physical 
abuse or malnourishment 
are other indicators. 

Those who believe 
they spot someone who 
might be a victim of hu
mari. trafficking are 
asked te .can 888-950· 
S,\FE(7~J3;3)c 
· -"- Oitf!News Service 
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Former undersheriff accused Forrner 
Undersheriffof blocking FBI probe into Paul Tanaka 
has pleaded notabuse of L.A. County inmates guilty to the 
char.ges.. 



,._ -·-.- ---- ;_;,.-,->.'-- -· sRAo'._GRAVERs'ori(.2.._'stAFF p'HOJJiGRAPf-i'ER 
, - ·-'::·:·:-·.,_,;/:<:--------- _, :. -- ' --· ··J;'" 

Acting U.S. Attorney Stephanie Yonekura announces the indictment and arrest of former Los Angel~~ County Un.dersheriff Paut-T~na.ka. 

BySarahFavot 

sarahfavot@langnews.com 
@sarahfavoton Twitter 

A federalobstI")lCtionand con
spiracy probe into corrnptiori and 
abuse in the i,.os Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department jails reached 
the executive level Thnrsday with 
the indictment of former Under-
sheriff PauLTanakaand a former 
captili_ff"\ : . . iJ'.{ ;'); • 

"The Sheriff's Department was 
involved all the way np to the sec
ond-ranking me!Ilber .of the de

''.<';~:::;· X-'" > _-...' '·""<t~~'.'.difJ°" 

partment," said Acting U.S. At- tiriuefoc0nsider~l~~~~~~~~'t (('MOllE't0VEllAGE 
~~:o~n~i~:~~~i~nJfc~!:t~ ~~ ~~~~dari~;~~s:J~i*~~"ljlfg~:: • {+~ Jn~id~f'a~Dfariaka 
a morning news co_nference in Baca~__ _.- _ _ __ --5-'~"<-.';~:-~~:::;:;.'.:·:·;-::.\}\;,-_)_::t:~ --._;:t'9.~es:_o·n,;·re~v-e_-a'.~- G~r-
downtown Los Angeles. Several deputi~s.•wjlo;se.rr~<!'r' i•: !Je,n~·~ ~~Y9'.d~riDg 

Tanaka was second only to for- unde_r Tanaka wer.,§ilh;t:ic~,{!},u;t ; ·•• ..+.;;~~~,~~~<!. -~~~~ ~· < · 
mer Sheriff Lee Baca, who is "not year for the obstrneti()!l.;of:acfed,·:· ·•.· -"y+W011line: ~too,k 
charged at this time," Yoneknra er;il i!lvestigation ~to:~tf:UPl:il)~ .. ~:i'~ a}bOV'(:tb~ . • .. 
said. She added that Tanaka ranthff aiid abiis~ in the ~!)Jl#tf~ !!<>#- "• • ; }cgheriff'S:Departl)lent 
day-to-day operations at the jails. town jails. The lii<ii,fe~nt~t;.il:li~.,:::: ,;•;:gopier~an~l/Vtial's,;_ 
.• .. "Tanaka jlad a large r'?l~ i_n in- s~a,)ed 'fh'?r~day .... . a.ti .. . " ext inthe case,';;.• . 
stitntionaJfzing the illegal adivi' :!ill<}: fof~Ji she . ILYBffEEzE.hDOJ:i;:,;,, , 
ties in the. Sheriff's Department," liam. Thi;>mas..Ca ";;""f{ij,;./:fN::;. 
she said, chestrated the misconduct, 

Officials said they would con- TANAKA>rPAGEB 

/ 

mailto:sarahfavot@langnews.com
http:Paut-T~na.ka
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INDICTMENT 

Paul Tanaka will take leave as Gardena mayor 

Tasha Cerda. "He does what ment Thursday. There,_ Tanaka won his polls in November. calm demeanor on the counBy Sandy Mazza 
he says. People in Gardena "Importantly, these_ third mayqral term in · Tanaka, who is also a cil have shaped his reputasandy.mazza@langnews.com 

@Sandymazza on Twitter don't just like him, theylove charges arise from allega- March 2013 without cam- certified public accountant, tion in the city through 
him. He's been in leader tions that have absolutely paigning, beating out a was first elected mayor of three terms as mayor. 

Gardena Mayor Paul ship management fbr a long nothing to do with.his work.,Jongtime councilwoman Gardena in 2005 after serv "I'm under the assump~ 
Tanaka announced Thurs time, and here in Gardena it on behalfof the city of Gar: with strong snpport despite ing on the City Council for tion that the old adage 
day that he will take a shows very well:' dena. Both as a city coun- thecontroversysurrounding sixyears.In2006,hehelped of 'innocent until proven 
leave of absence from City If Tanaka is convicted of cilman and mayor in a city him over his role as Los An- City Manager Lansdell ne guilty'- is ·the situatiori," 
Hall while he fights federal a felony, he will be forced he has called home for 50 geles County's undersheriff. gotiate a debt repayment Councilman Dan Medina 
charges that he obstructed to leave office permanently, years, Mr. Tanaka has been At the time, the FBI was in- schedule that prevented the said. "He's been a good stew
justi_ce while working as sec City Attorney Peter Wallin an effective elected official vestigating the Sheriff's De- city from filing bankruptcy. ard as far as the City Coun
ond in command at the Los said. Until theri, it's legal for and a strong advocate for partment over reports of in- The previous city manager, cil is concerned. He's on the 
Angeles County Sheriffs De him to hold onto his part Gardena citizens - and we. mate abuse. As undersheriff, who went to ··prison after finance committee, and the 
partment_ time elective position. know he will continue to Tanaka was in charge of the he was caught embezzling city's finances have Come a 

But colleagues say his loss "Mr. Tanaka will ask the be. We will have no further budget and the jails. money, had left behind $26 long way. 
wi11 be felt in the community City Council for an excused comment." Tanakalaunchedabidfor million in debt froni two "He attends ribbon cut
he has called home for five leave of absence as he deals Gardena, a largely bed- sheriff in hopes ofreplacing failed programs .. tings, meetings, even fu
decades, where the problems with these legal matters, room community of 62,000 his former boss, Lee Baca, Since then, the city has nerals," Medina said. "He 
he faces with federal pros and he hopes to -remain on people roughly 13 miles and qualified in June 2014 delivered,. consistently bal knows how to keep our 
ecutors seem a world away. the elected panel to continue southwest of dowi1t0Wn Los for a runoff- against Long anced budgets and man meetings really concise. 

"He's probably one of to fulfill his responsibilities Angeles, is an ethnically di- Beach Police Chief Jim Mc- aged to save millions in an I've seen other city councils 
the nicest people I've ever to his fellow citizens as the verse suburb with large con- Donnell. But the FBI inves- emergency reserve fund. run with drama and name
worked with in the whole case against him proceeds," tingents of Japanese-Amer- tigation weighed like an an- His colleagues say Tana calling and finger-pointing. 
political realm," said long City Manager Mitch Lans ican and Korean-American chor around his campaign ka's steady leadership, I can honestly say he stops 
time City Council colleague dell said in a wtitten state- residents. and he was pummeled at the strong budgeting skills and that from happening." 

mailto:sandy.mazza@langnews.com
http:DAILYBREEZE.COM
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Tanaka and Carey, wh0 
headedthe internal criminal 
investigations in the jails 
"the very unit that WaB sup
posed to root out'; corrup
tion, according to Yonekura 
-,- pleaded not guilty Thurs
day afternoon to charges of 
conspiring to obstruct jus
tice and obstructing jus
tice. Carey also pleaded not 
gUiltytotwo perjury charges. 
If convicted, Tanaka would 
~eamaximum sentence of 
l~years. careyfaces 25 years. 
~ -Tanaka, who appeared in 

federal. court in a blue shirt 
and black sports jacket, was 
expected to post his $50,000 
bond with a deed to a con
dominium in 'Diamond Bar. 
CareY, in a white dress shirt 
and -dark slacks, was re
leased on $100,000 bond. 
Trial proceedings are sched
uled to begin July 7. 

Tanaka's wife, who is a 
Sheriff's Department detec
tive, attended the arraign-
I\).etit.: 
_:.;.Tanaka's attorney', H. 
Dean 'Steward, called the 
charges ''baseless" and said 
he Win "aggressively" defend 
the charges. 

"Mr. Tanaka dedicated 
himself to serving the resi
dents ofLos Angeles Connty 
honorably, ethically and le
gaily," Steward said in a 
statement. ''After all the facts 
come to light, we are confi
denthewillbeexoneratedof 
any wrongdoing-." 

Tanaka retired in 2013 
with a payout close to 
$600,000 from earned va
cation and sick pay. He re
ceives an annual pension of 
$199,748. He also has served 
as mayor of Gardena since 
2005, although on Thursday 
he asked the City Council for 
an excused.leave of absence 
to tend to his legal defense. 

Carey left the department 
-

BRAD GRAVERSON - STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

FBI Assistant Director David BoWdich outlines the federal charges of conspiracy to obstruct justice during investigations 
into misconduct at L.A. County jails on Thursday. 

merU.S.AttorneyThomasP. bribes. when they asked the employ- Bowdich said at the morning 
O'Brien, declined comment. Carey allegedly ordered ees to create false entries to news conference. 

Hector Villagra, executive deputies to confr_ont an FBI show Brown had been re- McDonnell, through a 
director of ACLU of South- agent, whG was investigat leaBed from custody and re- spokeswoman, declined to 
em California, called the in- ing the abuses, at her home booked under various aliaBes comment on the indictment. 
dictments a "sad, bnt neces- to intimidate her and told so the FBI couldn't trackhim The spokeswoman said the 
sary, reminder of the Sher- her that her arrest was im- and so that he couldn't testify sheriff sent an internal memo 
iff's Department's history of minent, according to the 25- before a grand jury, accord- to his employees Thursday 
condoning'Violence!' page indictment. Carey also ing to the indictment.: morning and was focused 

"Both me)l have done im- allegedly ordered sm:veil , Y Ql!~l<l!ri!- §1'i\! . J<!.)laka _9n "lookin~ f~;g;'.•... _.• 
measurable harfu to the de- lance of two FBI agents who was told '10 years ago about. ''These indlci'ffienls were 

. partment's repu\ation and were investigating the slier "rampant abuse" in the jails. expected dne to the seri
undermjned public trust in iffs Department. Still, Tanaka believed that ousness of the allegations," 
the very agents who are sup- Tanaka and Carey alleg.., the number of investigators Supervisor Michael Anto
posed to serve and protect ediyorderedAnthonyBrown, in the -internal criminal in- novich said in a statement. 
the public," he said. ''The in- . who is identified as "AB" in vestigations bureau, which 'Wilen some members of the 
dictments clearly indici'te the indictment, to be moved investigates complaints, Sheriff's Department hide 
justhowmuchworktheSher- fromMen'sCentralJailonce should be cutfrom 45 to one, an imnate from the FBI and 
iff's Department has to do to they discovered Brown was Yonekura said. then attempt to arrest an 
rebuild the public's trust:' an FBI informant. Tanaka Yonekura noted that the FBI agent, those responsible 

Between August and De- allegedly met in a parking Sheriff's Department, now must be held accountable." 
cember 2011 Tanaka and lot with deputies who were headed by Jim McDonnell, Supervisor Mark Ridley
Carey allegedly gave orders assigned to pose as Brown's has made significant steps Thomas said the indictment 
and oversaw actions that ob- cellmates who were being toward changing the cul- showed the need for "strong 
strncted an FBI investiga- abused by deputies to glean ture of misconduct. civilian oversight" of the 
tion into civil rights viola- what information Brown had ·''This CaBe is not an indict- Sheriff's Department. 
tions in the jails where dep- given to the FBI. Deputies al- ment of (the Sheriff's Depart- 'We must have transpar
uties allegedly beat inmates Jegedly told employees in the ment), but a cadre of employ

~ · ---~--" ----i.-~i..~...,ri .,..,,,,..,.,..,..;i"£>e>nh"'-rthPVW~P.11TI- ees influenced-by superiors," 

1·nomas sa1a. --~veryone is 

innocent until proven guilty 
and we will respect the legal 
process. But no one is al;:iove 
the law." 

Tanaka launched a losing 
bid for Los Angeles County 
sheriff in 2014. He squeaked 
into the primary with 15 per
cent of the vote but lost in 
the November runoff against 
McDonnell after garner
ing just 25 percent or about 
309,000 votes. 

McDonnell, who took over 
as sheriff in December, is a 
former Long Beach police 
chiefand worked for the Los 
Angeles Police Department. 

Tanaka and Carey are the 
eighth and ninth sheriff's 
department officials to face 
criminal charges in the case 
involving the obstruction of 
the FBI probe. The initial in
dictmeilts came out a year 
and a half ago. 

Six former sheriff's de
partment officials - two 
lieutenants, two sergeants 
and two deputies - were 
convicted in 2014 for their 
roles in the cover-up. They 
received sentences ranging 
from 21 to 41 months, which 
they have appealed. 

All claimed they had been 
following orders in aBsisting 
a legitimate investigation 
into how and why a cell
phone had been smnggleg 
into the Men's Central Jail .. 

A citizens commission 
formed in 2011 to investi
gate violence in the coun
ty's jails blamed Tanaka 
for some of the abuses at the 
jails, cit~ng evidence that 
he urged deputies to be ag
gressive and "function right 
on the edge of the line" or 
"work in the gray area," 
somewhere between what 
is legal and what is not. 

- Staffwriter Dakota 
Smith contributed tD this 
report. 



RANCHO PALOS VERDES 


FATHER GUILTY IN

. . 

GHreS GLJFll;DEATH 


.. 

"1t·~~~Jiia- · _$iaftand-neWs servic~s,- ·: 
lon~time.
It'sbeen ; ... .·.. .!\tlrirdjµry to he;i.rt:Qe mi;rder case agajnstCameronllrown 

'·...~;'.:fPct:'z;>:~t~#·%_i/;f,i>:~.;,~;~~ti\;:.:?(~t;:~~fth;:&if~-;;'~<:. -,_-;, ·:.: :;· .- .: ..~:-·:t;'A~Z'.J,,f-~~si;!_::c}h~~i~i~~:~~\'.,+;-;~:;i;;,:,,?i.-~~:i:i.>~:~%j;~.J;i;;;i;l~2;;j,:S_ii~!~\;'.f.'.:zi·{~~-;'<;·>-.'' :;--,7_;-; · <>> ;: 
Cameron Blow~. a 5,:JcYea{cOldJormer airport bagg')ge;hamtler; adjusts)Jis.Jie .a.s.he enters ..Los Angeles 
hear thejury;s,yertjict.~ft!'f;h)~Jhird trial on ch.a'.ge~~et~re\" his'.1;"Y.e~(;?ld.dau.gh!er tr.o'.rnaRanpho Pat 

A~r:thlicft~i~l,J.HFY conviCit~-~~~~r9~
1

~i9%Pf .. 
1 

•••·•·•·•••·•••• 

thro~i!lg Jiis.4:yeijr-old dalight~r:.~tf1ID.sl>iJ.!a«~i.eoint· .. 

· ' • .. ·...·· •• ''" · ; ;convi~ied him Wednes<fay of:(i.~~<.legre.emurdert'!r:t~g 
1 

if_.ea_~---·.·._·.:.•.•...·.•.-.•.•.·-~.•-•.•:··:··.·.· 1 ·?m~l'~~;r~\'!J~:t\~:rw.!e!._:i.... ...1_· .._•.•..·-•·.;··_·.·.:._,_t._·.·.~..• ,, Jz;;,~~ta!~~~:a ·· · ·· ;uav• i\<'\Siippprt paymenf, \ :· .... ·~{~: ,.'.1~'.'C ·:·;:: ...•. , ;...•• • •• }" ... ; /' ..· 
"usticeior . . llrown showed no emotion.as the :Verdictw.,S read.fa :i;.osAn-
J geles Superior Court, while the mother ofLauren Sarene Key
Lauren.ii;' breathed heavily and began crying in the gallery. 

··.... " ·• •·· Thejnry deliberated about 1% days before returning its ver
:i:O;:,ii]'t::;'£7/I~ml diet against.the 53-year-old former airport baggage handler, 

··•· ·· ..... · .W"ho has been injail for nearly 12 years in connection with his 
daughter's death on Nov. 8, 2000. 

•· ·T~e panel pfsix men and six women also found true the spe· 
COURTESY PHOTOciaJ circumstance allegations of :µiurder for financial gain and 

Family photo of Cameron Brown and hismurder while lying in wait, which carry a mandatory life prison 
daughter, Lauren KeyBROWN»PAGE7 

http:Lauren.ii
http:emotion.as
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term without the possibility 
of parole. 

Brown is.set .t\l be sen,, 
tenced June 19 by Judge 
George G. Lomeli. Asked 
about the sentencing date, 
he SfLi~'.i;J)~d,-~e, l'Jl:l inno-; , 

c~~~N~.isj~'::~i~~~ 
hear<). the ~den~e a.gajnst 
Brown "dea41ocked,. with 
all 2~ of those jurors fo. 
dicating •they .· believe.d 
he was guilty but unable 
to agree on whether he 
should lie' convicted of 
first-degree murder, sec· 
ond·degree murder or in· 
voluntary manslaughter. 
,-:· !.11~.-- ~irst ju117 tq__ 4.e.a_r_ (_ .::;;: :.::~,-\---:- _'-:'' -.- '' './\.'-::·.:_'.::;;/{1{.;:;'.::·~:-~{{i_·::>?:\_;:_~:::':~/~:~·;--,: -:_-.-\ .: '"C~~'CK 8-E_N_N~TT_- STAF.f-_-_P~O_T_O~RA~HER 
th~ .c11,.~e;d.ea,dl.ocked,iil: •~plliqueresides on a cliff'.in.:tbef'ortu,gu~~e;Bef)d.a,rea ofRancho Palos Verdes forLauren 
Torrance i!1 Augu.st 2006, Key.·Herfather. Cam.eJ.bn'flr!l.¥/~;j>Vas·~pnyic;ted ¥Jednesday of first-degree murder for 
with eight panelists favor· throwing Lauren off the)20'..fo<lt·eutt neariy 15 years ago.
iµg a ~econd,<).egree 1"1ll"" ... · · ·· ·· · ........ ...... . ......... ·· ··· ·· · 

· ~=~llc~6';~y~~ir~~dfi;ri~ id{)~~-~~ey pro~i~e~~?~.·tJ~!Ier.• >· .. , ... ·•."· vestigators that he ,;could 
degree !1'!1rde~ 11,pd i11voj, !15 •• to c()µsider ... a11.\l• ~#el• , .. '~Ithiuk.. it's. very clear barely keep up with. this 
untary•m.,;~1a,ughter. )"n -we IIa,fedelivered iI)~ti<;~-:'.•tha,t'the main motivation. 4-year-old little.girl" when 
20(:)lli"Sixjnr<!rsiµado}1Tll·- he·said/'J,Vell, th(!-el1{>,f#s,,torthe .defendantfo tl)is sh.e led them t.o Inspira·
tp~!J:.Po,,s Angel~s _c~1:1-~~- m~·~~ it_Pretty ciect:r:~(:_,~ti:'.-;;,~fl:Se_)Ya:~JuSt_rey~µge_,"1-~-e ..:· ti()n Point, which is 11n
ro()JII.Yo~ed ~~ fi\"v()r}''!f ··· •· ·. the sit~"*~~~·"i'ro~ecu~()J" t()ld}~el'()rtt;rs;; fenced. ...• 
"'!!1.vl!-'ti~;.~i:o~~.9fJse(:, [.. to.us;.·as.~-'l.~f4'1\j't~~·~lle.;vl'@<;1:!jfte.21J.at~\l~1 ~r9wn'satt<}rriey. <;oun,.
ond;degree mutdet; wlllle . I . seem likely t•ha( Sara.ho •so mucliJ:hafhe tered. that the girl .foll to. 
the other six favored invol
unta,ry manslaughter. 
• "It's been along time. 

It's been 15 :1;ears and fi. 
nally we ha,ve)ustice for 
Laurell:,;-';;_PeP'Uty ])_istrict 
Attorne}'/Craig,H11in•told 
reporters. ~~JJJ. •'the other 
prior trial5, po.Juror has 
e.ver voted not' guilty. It 
wa,s only a matter of de

a 4-year-old gir]wcmld be w.,;s"IVilling to goJo these. her death in a tragic acci: 
up there of her ·°'"'!· Vf>l\,. lengths t() get )lac~ !'t her. dent and denied that his 
tion." · .- :. ••.•1::· {)byio1lsly, tlie fina,ncial client had any hatred for 

Speaking directly to the motive was a factor, but the child's mother. 
girl's l'nother, another ju' it was primarily his ha· "Unfortuna,tely, with 
ror, _S!J:~il~ J~iS, s~id,/'I:~ tr:eCl--<?f ~£;ar~h, ,:of -~Lauren's custody issueS,_ ~his iS sort 
sorry fOr your dea,th of, mother, that'propelled ·of business as usual,'~ he' 
your ba)ly, but justice has. this." 

finally been served. All the · The prosecutor told ju· 

evidence was there." rors that Brown unsuc-


The girl's mother, Sarah cessfullytried to persuade 
gree, an\l,i!W.its • .obv,icms)y Key·.A-j:(\rer,2 tol.<l. .reporr,;.,,. Key:M.,;r~~ to geti\n a,bor· 
very gog!J.neW.t,er u~"J;hat' ers sjfe."'asoin shock an\1 C"tion'Yll!'.!1 he lirsJiJearned 
they all IT\•m1\geiI toagree wan~edto t)lankthe jurors • ..she was pregnant2and sub· 
on this Y;\'fdiCl;/'/ · •and the witnesses. · - · sequently tried to have her 

In a st&tement, defense "Ali I ever wanted wa,s 
attorney Aron Laub said that he would take respon
he "argued for a verdict of sibility for what happened 
involunmry manslaughter 
because I sincerely believe 
that is what happened in 
this case. I have great con
ficl;ence in ouFjury system, 
but I cannot a,gree that 
this was a just verdict.", 

Jury foreman Greg Apo· 
daca said the panel, which 
on May 7 visited the Inspi· 
ration Point site where the 
girl plunged to her death, 
wanted to acknowledge 
those who had "invested 
several ye~rs in this case." 

"WC ~PP'fe~iate tµe ~Y'." 

that day, so I'm thank
ful for. God for carrying 
me· and ·my family a,nd 
my friends through this 
time/' she said. "Lauren 
was our gift from God, the 
best thing that ever hap
pened to us." 

Atop the 120-foot cliff 
where La,uren plunged to 
her death is a large rock 
with a memorial plaque 
containing La,uren's pie
ture. Hum said Brown 
tossed: the girl off tltat 
c_liff out of hatr.e_d_: fqi: _hei: 

deported. Hum told the 
pa,nel that Brown showed 
no interest in meeting his 
da,ughter until she was 
more than 3 years old and 
that Brown was advised 
he needed to request vis
itation if he wanted a re
duction.in the monthly 

said of his client's filing 
of a false police report of 
abuse against Key-Marer 
and. reports that the girl . 
"'as cryi.ng whep Brow.n 
ca,me to pick her up from 
school that day.. . . 

In wrnpping up his clos· 
ing argument Monday, 
Laub attempted to guide 
j\lrors toward a guilty ver· 
diet. on a lesser charge of 
manslaughter, reading out 
the charge in full before 
saying it should be given 
"serious thought." 

"This father, who had 
child support payments of this duty to hold her hand 
about $1,000 that. he had or hold her ... didn't do it," . 
heen ordered to pay. the defense attorney said. ' 

Hum told jurors it was "Honestly, I have a hard 
"clear that Lauren did time seeing a not guilty 
not slip and fall," but was (verdict).... I am looking 
picked up and thrown off for what is justice." 
the cliff to her death. The Brown .has been jailerl 
prosecutor questioned without bail since his ar 
Brown's st~te_ment tq_ jn- res_t in NOVemb.~r 20~Q3_~ 

http:duction.in
mailto:to.us;.�as.~-'l.~f4'1\j't~~�~lle.;vl'@<;1:!jfte.21J.at~\l~1


Oversightplf!lel 
must have right 
lo subpoena 
Los Angeles County residents took big steps 
to reform the Sheriff's Departmentlast 
November by electing Jim McDonnell and 
two new COIIJ1t);.supervisor$ WhQ WQllkl•.. 
approve permant:lnl civilian oversight 

Cleaning ;,_P abti~ivel~\lv-en-
:brcement agencies requires the 
pnblic to assertits authority-
the people's power to police .the 
police. Which iswhy an upcom
ing decision about the exact au
thority of the newly; established 

. civilian oversight i:ommission is 
so important. 

For the Sheriff',; Department 
oversight commission and in
spector general to do their jobs 
right, they must have the power 
of the subpoena. They must 
have the legal ability to com
pel testimoey from Officers and 
witnesses. They must be able to 
get their hands on agency re
cords and documents and other 
evidence vital to•irn>estigations 
of, say, allegations.ofdepnty 
misconduct. · 

. Theymnstalwa~beableto 
ftnd ont what the public needs 
to know about the' operations of 
the nation's largest sheriff's de
p~rtme_nt·---:: even·,-or-esp'ecially, 
when the men and women be
hind the badges don't want 
them to. 

The decision onwhetherto 
grant subpoena power might 
ultimately rest with voters, who 
would .have to approve.a chaiige 
in the county charter. But ftrst, 
it would have to be approved by 
the Board of Supervisors. the 
supervisors are suppOsed to 
hear this month from a work
ing group assigned to make rec
ommendatitins•about the 'COin:' · 
missibn~s makeup a'tld nirtction: 

It's encouragirig that, in nirie 
town-hall meetings held by the 
working group, L.A. County res
idents have been speaking up 
for subpoena power. And that 
Max Huntsman, the Sheriff's 
Department inspector general 
who is a member of the work
ing group, is a strong propo
nent of subpoena power. 

What could be the argument 
against .it? There is one - and 

it only underscores the need 
for it. -· · 

SheriffMcDonnell, . ..vbile sup
portive of the civilian oversight 
.commis.sion approved in De
cember with the help of.!lew 
Supervis9rs Sheila Kuehl and 
Hilda Solis, ·is against giving it 
suQr>oena power. So is the. depu
ties' unipn. ' 

McDonnell and some others 
say subpoena power would cre
ate an adversarial relationship 
between the panel and a sheriff 
who bas promised to cooperate 
with his overseers. Meanwhile, 
. union members see a threat 'to 
. their privacy. 

Clearly, McDonnell was the 
best man forthejob of leading 
the Sheriffs Department back· 
fromthe scandal-ridden last 
years.of Lee Baca, years sym- · 
j>olized by the convictions of a 
half-dozen depnties for inter
fering with a federal civil-rights i 
investigation ofjailhouse mis- ' 

· conduct. But McDonnell is not 
infallible. He can't.control all 
18,000 department employees. 
He won't be sheriff forever, and 
the next one may not be as co
operative. 

Smart policycan't be based 
on faith in.one poblic official. 
Especially when the goal is to 
protect the public from law-en
forcement abuse, the people's 
right to know must not be re
stricted:A series of police bru

· tality"Cilses around the. nation· 
remilldS US Of what'S afStaie:-

FOr the Same reasons that 
the Los Angeles Police Depart
ment's inspector general was 
given &µbpoena power follow
ing the 1998 Rampart scandal, 
the people watching the Sher-
iff's Department have it after 
this confidence-shaking mess. 

Tell the working group and 
county supervisors to take this 
important next step toward re
form. 

http:years.of
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